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s pai-faamn U The best way to describe McMaster is to say

that they carry everything you need to build
anything. Items that you could normally only
order through factory distributors, or materials
that could only be ordered in large quantities,
Hizad- ks LV LgRE are easily available in any size and quantity, no
.1 matter how small. (No minimum order, either!)
Their prices are excellent and they tend to only
- = carry good merchandise. Amazingly, when |
order stuff at 5:30 p.m., it arrives the next morn-
ing with their normal shipping. Their catalog
has long been difficult to get because you had
to be a reasonably sized business with a Dun
and Bradstreet number and established credit
to have them mail it to you. But now that they
have added an online service, everyone can
easily order from them with a credit card.
—Alexander Rose

McMaster-Carr Online Catalog
www.mcmaster.com
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[l Bent-Nose & Hemostat Pliers

Hes MEZEZ Wl

4 2 WINTER 2000
WHOLE EARTH

eBay, Tinker’s Paradise

I don't collect things. But | use eBay all the time to find
stuff for building projects. | buy batteries, motors, and
remote control gear for my robotic projects. For a
flamethrowing project we bought all our Fire Proximity
and Entry suits (for walking into fire) on eBay (these
$2,000 suits go for a few hundred dollars). | even find
a lot of new stuff there. | bought my brand-new gener-
ator there for about $300 less than the cheapest
online price. | can get international coded DVDs that
can be played on any player, not just ones with the
US code on them. | use eBay to buy obscure machine
tools. For instance, for one project we bought a
Mitutoyo 0-5 foot caliper that measures to .001" for
$250; these normally sell for about $3,000.
—Alexander Rose

eBay

www.ebay.com

Pocket Ref

People who make things keep one of these little
books in their truck, one in their tool box, and one in
their office. Its tiny pages are crammed with dense
tables, charts, lists, codes, conversion formulas—
more than 500 pages of numbers, yet it fits into a
real pocket. What is the friction rate of water in a
one inch pipe? What's cubic feet per second in liters
per minute? The country code for Turkey? The volt-
age drop of number 12 wire over 100 feet? The
shear strength of Eastern White Pine? The insulation
value of carpeting? You get the idea; it has the num-
bers for everything, and 95 percent of them found
nowhere else.

—KK

Pocket Ref
Thomas J. Glover
1998 (2nd edition),
542 pages

$10

Sequoia Publishing
Littleton, CO 80162
303/ 972-4167
www.pocketref.com
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